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The present patent application is to be refused due to the reasons 
set forth below. Should the applicant(s) have any opinion with respect to 
the reasons for refusal of the present patent application, the applicant(s) is 
invited to submit a written argument within 60 days of the date of delivery 
of the present notice. 



REASONS 

[REASON A] 

The present patent application, in particular, the description of the 
scope of claim, fails to satisfy the requirement provided in Section 36 (6) (2) 
of the Patent Law. 

NOTE 

(l) Description is included in claim 6 of "further comprising: stop 
instructing means for instructing to stop a video shooting process of image 
pick-up means and shooting instructing means for instructing to shoot 
anstill image". Relationship is not definite between the description in 
claim 6 and description in claim 1 of "video- shooting stopping process and a 
still image shooting process in an interrupting process". (The stop 
instructing means and shooting instructing means may be read as a 
conventional stop instructing means for instructing to stop a video shooting 
process and shooting instructing means for instructing to shoot a still 
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image, and also may be read as the stop instructing means for instructing 
to stop a video shooting process and the shooting instructing means for 
instructing to shoot a still image during the interrupting process as recited 
in claim 1. Therefore, the invention is indefinite.) 

(2) Description is included in claim 22 of "certain-process executing means 
for executing a certain process when the judging means determines that a 
certain time has been reached". It is indefinite what the certain process 
means specifically, and therefore the technical meaning of the invention is 
indefinite. 

Therefore, the inventions as claimed by claims 6 and 22 are not 

definite. 
[REASON B] 

The invention as recited in the following claims of the present 
patent application could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the 
patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of an invention described in a distributed 
publication or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
patent application. Consequently, a patent shall not be granted for such 
invention under Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law. 

NOTE (Relating to Reference Documents, refer to the list of 
Reference Documents) 

Claims: 1 to 30. 

Reference Documents #1 to #5. 

(Remarks) 

The reference document #1 includes a description that stopping 
the video-shooting process, still image shooting process and video shooting 

- 2 - 

* 4 * * 4 



Ref. No. 03-1615-00 



Date of Delivery: February 14, 2006 



process are resumed successively, when a still image is shot during the 
video shooting operation (Particularly, in paragraph [0023]). 

The invention as recited in claim 1 and the invention described in 
the reference document #1 are compared. In the invention as recited in 
claim 1, one video file is generated which includes a video frame obtained in 
a video shooting process resumed after a video frame shooting process and 
the still image shooting process have been executed, but the reference 
document #1 does not describe such operation. The invention as recited in 
claim 1 and the invention described in the reference document #1 are 
different from each other in this point. However, the reference document 
#2 describes that a still image is recorded in the same file to make clear 
relationship between a series of files, when a release button is pressed to 
shoot a still image during operation of recording a video file. Since the 
inventions described in the reference documents #1 and #2 are common in 
operation of shooting a still image during the video shooting operation, it 
can easily be made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains to apply to the technology described in the reference 
document #1 the technology of recording a still image in the same file to 
make clear relationship between a series of files as described in the 
reference document #2. The same argument may be applicable to claims 2, 
3, 9, 25, and 28 to 30. 

Claims 4 and 8 are reviewed. It is nothing special to execute an 
auto-focusing process or an auto-iris process in an operation of shooting a 
still image. 

Claims 5 to 7, 10 and 11 are studied. It is only a matter of design 
for a person with ordinary skill in the art to determine what instructions 
are assigned to operation of pressing shutter button halfway and operation 
of pressing the shutter button full-way respectively. 
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Claims 12 to 14 are examined. It is described in the reference 
document #1 to generate a substitution frame to be substituted for a lost 
video frame (Paragraphs [0034] and [0039]). 

Claim 15 is studied. Since in the invention described in the 
reference document #1 the number of substitution frames is determined 
based on an interval between shooting operations, it will easily be made by 
a person with ordinary skill in the art to keep a constant timing of a video 
shooting operation to be executed before and after the still image shooting 
operation (It is described in the reference document #2 to keep a constant 
timing of a series of video shooting operations). 

Claims 16 to 18 are examined. It is only a well known technique 
to record audio information together with a video image continuously when 
shooting a still image during a video shooting operation. It will be easily 
made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to apply the well known 
technique to the invention described in the reference document #1, as 
recited in claims 16 to 18 (Refer to the reference document #3, paragraph 
[0036], if necessary). 

Claims 19 to 21, and 23 are reviewed. It is only a well known 
technique to intercept outputting an alarm during a video recording 
operation, and to output an alarm accompanied by a shooting process (With 
respect to intercept of outputting an alarm during the video recording 
operation, refer to the reference document #4, paragraph [0036], if 
necessary). 

Claims 22 and 24 are studied. It is nothing special to resume an 
original process when any process is not executed for a certain period. 

Claims 26 and 27 are examined. It is a well known technique to 
limit the number of images to be recorded in a file to a certain number 
(Refer to the reference document #5, paragraph [0004], if necessary). 
Therefore, it will be made by a person with ordinary skill in the art 
according to need to restrict the number of still images to be shot during a 
video shooting operation in the invention described in the reference 
document #1. 
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As described above, the invention as recited in claims 1 to 30 of the 
present patent application could easily have been made by a person with 
ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of the 
inventions described in the reference documents #1 and #2. Consequently, 
a patent shall not be granted for such invention under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law. 

If other reasons for refusal should be found, such reasons shall be 

notified 

LIST OF REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

1. Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 2001-111934* 

2. Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 2002*290908 % 

3. Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 2002-142179 

4. Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. Hei 11-196300 

5. Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 2002-41343 



RECORD OF RESULTS OF PRIOR ART DOCUMENT SEARCH 

• Field of Search IPC ver. 7 

H04N5/76 - 5/956, 7/18 

• Prior art documents 

Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 2000*295568" A 
description is included that AE process and AF process are executed with a 
first-stage release switch, and a still image is shot with a second-stage release 
switch when a still image is shot during a video shooting operation 
(Paragraphs [0031] to [0033]). 



Ref. No. 03-1615-00 



Date of Delivery: February 14, 2006 



The record of results of the prior art document search does not 
constitute the reasons for refusal. 



For inquiries about this Notice of Reasons for Refusal or a personal 
interview, please call me at 

Patent Examination Section 4, Video Apparatus Mr. Akinori SEKIGUCHI 
Phone Number: 03 (3581) 1101 Extension 3539 
Facsimile Number: 03 (3501) 0715 
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